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PROCEEDINGS OF SOCIETIES. 

Iowa Academy of Sciences. — October 6th. Professor Bessey 
read a paper on Some Observations upon the Growth of Plants, made 
by Means of Arc-Indicators. Professor Macomber read a paper on The 
Barometer as an Indicator of the Weather. A List of the Odonata of 
Central Iowa, prepared by Herbert Osborne, was communicated by the 
chairman. 

Professor Bessey read a paper entitled A Case of Selection, pointing 
out how the relative number of individual plants of blue-grass (Poa 
pratensis), white clover ( Trifolium repens), and Panicum glabrum changed 
under certain conditions, the first decreasing and the last two increas- 
ing under more frequent close cutting. 

Also, by the same, Observations on Silphium laciniatum, the so- 
called compass plant. About thirty per cent, of all the leaves of this 
plant do not deviate more than five degrees from due north ; forty-two 
per cent, deviate less than ten degrees, and ninety per cent, deviate less 
than forty-five degrees, so that it fully deserves the common name of 
compass plant. 

Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia. — December 12th. 
Professor Cope exhibited a jaw-bone of a Dinosaurian reptile of the 
genus Lcelaps, from the Judith River beds, and described its characters. 
It was said to be the most perfect specimen of the kind yet found, al- 
though the whole jaw was at least a foot longer than the specimen. He 
added three species of Lcelaps to those already described from the Judith 
River beds, making six in all from that locality. Ten species of herbivo- 
rous dinosaurs have been described from the same formation. He at first 
thought the specimen exhibited might be the Aublysodon horridus of 
Leidy, but the anterior teeth differ materially from those of the species 
named. The name Lcelaps incrassatus had been proposed by Professor 
Cope for the form some time since, on the evidence of a few teeth. 

A number of specimens of teeth of the other species of Lcelaps and 
Aublysodon were shown and described. The Lcelaps incrassatus is the 
largest species as yet found in the Western beds. A new genus, which 
was stated to be between the genera Paronychodon and Lcelaps, was de- 
scribed under the name Zapsilus. 

Professor Cope also exhibited a cast of the interior of the cranium of 
Oxycena forcipita. The anatomical peculiarities of the Greodonta were 
dwelt upon in this connection. The form of the brain resembled most 
nearly that of the opossum. 

December 19th. Professor Cope exhibited a specimen of the cranium 
and some other bones of a fossil reptile of the genus Glidastes, in a single 
slab of the Cretaceous chalk which composes Cretaceous number three of 
the West. The specimen consists, in addition to the cranium, of the atlas 
and two of the cervical vertebrae, the former exhibiting the four elements 
of which it is comoosed. 



256 Scientific Serials. [April. 

New Yokic Academy of Sciences. — February 5th. Mr. Henry S. 
Munroe remarked on prehistoric bronze or copper bells, lately exhumed 
in Japan, and exhibited specimens. 

Boston Society of Natural History. — February 7th. Prof. 
W. G. Farlow made some remarks on cedar apples ( Gymnosporangium) 
and Rcestelia. 



SCIENTIFIC SERIALS. 1 

Monthly Microscopical Journal. — February. On the Re- 
lation between the Development, Reproduction, and Markings of the 
Diatomacese, by G. C. Wallich. Observations on Professor Abbess Ex- 
periments illustrating his Theory of Microscopic Vision, by J. W. Ste- 
venson. 

The Geographical Magazine. — February. The South African 
Republics, by E. G. Ravenstein (with a map). The Abbe Armand Da- 
vid's Travels in China, by A. E. Hippisley. The North Siberian Expe- 
ditions. The Temperature of the Atlantic Ocean, by J. E. Davis. The 
Age of this Earth, by H. P. Malet. 

The Geological Magazine. — February. On Two New Palseozoic 
Crustaceans from Nova Scotia (Anthrapalmmon Hilliana and Homalono- 
tus Dawsoni Hall), by J. W. Dawson. A Question for Silurian Geolo- 
gists, by J. R. Dakyns. Considerations on the Flotation of Icebergs, by 
J. Milne. Notes on Coral-Reefs, by H. Hoskyns. High Level Terraces 
in Norway, by J. R. Dakyns. 

Annals and Magazine of Natural History. — February. List 
of the Species of Crustacea collected by the Rev. A. E. Eaton at Spitz- 
bergen in the Summer of 1873, with their Localities and Notes, by E. J. 
Miers. On the Fundamental Error of constituting Gromia the Type of 
Foraminiferal Structure, by G. C. Wallich. 

Annales des Sciences Naturelles. — December 15, 1876. Re- 
cherches sur l'Appareil Respiratoire et le Mode de Respiration de Certains 
Crustacea Brachyures (Crabes Terrestres), par G. Duchamp. Memoire 
sur les Metamorphoses des Acariens en general, et en particulier sur celle 
des Trombidions, par P. Megnin. Note sur les Oiseaux de la Nouvelle 
Zemble, par M. Theel. Recherches Experimentales sur les Functions 
de la Vessie Natatoire, par A. Moreau. Histoire des Clausilies de France 
Vivantes et Fossiles, par J. R. Bourguignat. 

Bulletin of the American Geographical Society, New York. 
— No. 2. Addresses by Col. T. B. Myers and Rev. Dr. Bellows at the 
opening of the Society's building, November 28 and 29, 1876. Spitz- 
bergen Seas and a Boat Journey in Lapland, by A. H. van der Horck. 
The Republics of South Africa, by Miss Russell. Philosophy of the 
North American Indians, by J. W. Powell. No. 3. Address of Chief 
Justice Daly on Geographical Progress in 1876. 

1 The articles enumerated under this head will be for the most part selected. 



